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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mk.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  state  of  the  PubUc  Health  in  Bromsgrove  Rural 
District  for  the  year  1951  and  a report  on  the  work  carried  out 
by  your  Health  Department. 

A country-wide  Influenza  epidemic  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  was  evident,  to  a shght  extent,  in  the  district,  by  an 
increase  in  the  numbers  of  deaths  from  that  disease.  Deaths 
from  Accidents  (Road  Traffic  and  others)  were  doubled  and 
Suicides  showed  a very  marked  increase. 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  continued  to  swell  the  numbers 
on  the  Register.  There  were  twice  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  as  last  year. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  I 
have  mentioned  in  my  report  a serious  Diphtheria  outbreak 
Avhich  occurred  in  a neighbouring  district,  causmg  three  deaths 
in  un-immunised  children.  The  immunisation  state  of  the 
children  in  that  district  appeared  to  be  higher  than  in  your 
district. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  or  too  frequently  stressed  that 
immunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria  is  a very  necessary 
precaution.  It  was  shown  in  the  above  outbreak  that  not 
only  was  primary  immunisation  in  infancy  needed  to  afford 
protection,  but  the  further  reinforcing  injection  at  school 
entrance  age  was  essential. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Pubhe  Health  Committee  for  their  help  and 
consideration,  and  to  Mr.  Chainings  and  the  departmental  staff 
my  thanks  are  due  for  their  continued  keen  and  enthusiastic 
work. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  T.  SHENNAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Area  in  aciws  45,()1(). 

lv<*«istrar  (4on(*raI’s  (*stiiuat(*  of  rosidont 


po])iilation 

Mid  1951  — 

27,880 

Mid  1950  — 

27,910 

(Census,  1951—28,172) 

Mid  1947  — 

25,230 

Mid  1937  — 

19,620 

Number  of ' inhabited  lious(‘s — 

End  of  1951  — 

8,231 

End  of  1950  — 

8,129 

End  of  1947  — 

7,798 

End  of  1937  — 

6,645 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1951 

....  £104,179. 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Eatt 

....  £648. 

Estiin  ated 

Population  by  Parishes. 

1939 

1951 

Alvechurch  ....  - 

3236 

4530 

Belbrous^hton 

2676 

2590 

Bentley  Pauncefoot 

344 

340 

Beoley 

770 

840 

Clent 

1943 

1950 

Cofton  Haekett 

3736 

4440 

Dodford-with -Grafton 

513 

.520 

Frankley 

184 

190 

Hadley  . . 

2233 

2630 

Hunninpton 

543 

510 

Romsley  ... 

1070 

990 

Stoke  Prior 

2130 

2270 

Tutnall  and  Cobley 

697 

780 

VVytball 

4482 

5300 

TOTALS 

....  24,557 

27,880 

' VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(1950  figures  in 

brackets). 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

• 

M. 

F.  Total. 

Legitimate  . . 207 

174  381 

Illegitimate  ...  9 

11  20 

(210)  185  (207)  401  (417) 


Birth  Rate.  (Births  per 

1000  po])ulation)  : — 

1951  19.50  1949 

19.37 

1951 — England  Wale; 

14.4  14.9  15.3 

14.1 

15.5  (15.8) 

Illegitimacy  Rate.  (Total  live  illeg'itiniat(*  >)irtli8  per  1000 

total  live  births)  : — 

1951  1950  1949  1937 

49.9  57.0  42.0  32.0. 

The  lt>51  l)irth-rat(‘  of  14.4  p(0'  1000  ])opulatioii  showed  a- 
I'a.ll  in  llu'  rate  for  the  disti-iet  below  that  of  the  previous  year 
of  0.5 — this  rate  was  1.1  ])er  1000  below  tin*  rate  for  England 
and  Wales,  which  was  15.5. 

The  fall  in  the  birth  rat(‘  in  the  district  below  that  of  the 
])revions  year  was  equal  to  that  for  the  whole  country.  The 
<Iistrict  rate  for  1951  was  0.3  per  1000  over  that  of  1937. 


The  illegitiniacy  rate  showed  a slight  decreasc\ 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

7 

1 

8 

(6) 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

(V 

1 

8 

(7) 

Still-birth  Rate.  (Still  births 

per 

1,000  total 

live 

and 

births)  : — 


1951  1950  1949  1937 

19.5  16.5  25.0  38.1 

Rate  of  Still-births  per  1,000  Total  population  : — 

1951  1950  1949  1937  1951— England  & Wales. 

0.28  0.25  0.39  0.56  0.36  (0.37) 

The  Still-birth  rate  showed  a slight  rise  over  the  previous 
year,  but  this  was  still  well  below  the  rate  for  1949.  The  rate 
of  still-births  per  1000  total  population  showed  a small  rise, 
but  was  still  well  below  that  for  the  whole  country. 

DEATHS.  M.  F.  Total. 

158  147  305 

(125)  (152)  (277) 

Death  Rate.  (Deaths  per  1,000  poiiulation)  : — 

1951  1950  1949  1937  1951— England  & Wales. 

10.9  9.9  10.0  11.1  12.5  (11.7). 

There  was,  approximately,  a 10%  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  over  tin*  previous  year. 

Major  Causes  of  Deaths  (by  percentages)  : — 


1 . Diseases  of  Circulatory 

1950 

1949  . 

System. 

37.4% 

51.3  % 

46.6  % of  all  deaths. 

2.  Malignant  Diseases  (all 

forms) 

17.4% 

15.5% 

18.9  of  all  deaths. 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases 

(excluding  T.B.) 

8.2  % 

6.1  % 

1 0.3  % of  all  deaths. 

4.  Accidents  (Road  traffic 

and  others) 

5.2  "o 

2.9  % 

3.6  % of  all  deaths. 

5.  influenza 

4.6% 

0.4  % 

2.5  "o  of  iill  deaths. 

6.  Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

3.3  % 

‘>  O O/ 

W.—  /() 

1.1%  of  all  deaths. 

7.  Suicid('S 

2.3 

0.4  «o 

1 .8  “o  of  all  deaths. 
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TIutc  whs  ii  (•oiisi(lerHl)l(‘  fall  in  Mu‘  number  of  deatlis 
ivsiist(‘r('(l  as  diu'  to  diseases  of  the  rireidatory  System.  In  flie 
majorny  ol  nie  ofher  causes  of  death  tlien*  was  an  increas<‘. 
TIhuv  was  a marked  increase  in  flu'  numb(*r  of  fleaths  from 
INIalisiiant  Diseases,  f)ut  tins  did  not  reach  the.  fif*'ure. 

The  overall  increase  in  flu'  number  of  deatlis  can  be  assig-iied 
in  major  part  to  Influenza  14  (1),  Itoad  Traffic  Accidents  and 
others  1(1  (8).  and  Suicidi's  7 (1). 


M ATE  It  X A L 1 ) E ATHS. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Maternal  Mortality.  (Maternal  Deaths  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still-births)  : — 

1951  1950  1949  1937  1951— England  & Wales. 

Xil.  2.39  Xil.  Nil.  0.79  (0.86) 


IXFAXT  AND  XEOXATAL  DEATHS. 
Infant  deaths  (under  '1  year  of  age). 

M.  F. 

Legitimate  ....  ..  5 4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  0 2 


Total. 

9 (6) 

2 (3) 


5 6 11  (9) 

Xeonatal  deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age). 

M.  F.  Total. 

Legitimate  ....  . . 2 1 3 (5) 

Illegitimate  ...  0 2 - (3) 

235  (8) 


Infant  and  Neonatal  Mortality  Rates  : — 


Deaths  of  Legitimate 
infants  per  1,000 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1937  1951 

England  and 
Wales. 

legitimate  live  births. 

Deaths  of  illegitimate 
infants  per  1,000  illegi- 

23.6 

15.3 

26.8 

29.7  — 

timate  live  births. 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

4 weeks  of  age  per 

100.0 

125.0 

Xil. 

111.0  — 

1,000  total  live  births. 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

1 year  of  age  i)er 

12.4 

19.2 

1,000  total  live  births. 

27.4 

21.6 

25.6 

32.4  29.6 
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Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  : — 


Aspliyxia 

( 'ongenital  Abnor i n al i ty 
Prematurity  .... 
Ctastro-enteritis 
Birth  Trauma 
Kernicterus  .... 

Serum  Hepatitis 


2 

2 (I  Neonatal) 
2 (1  Neonatal) 
2 (1  Neonatal) 
1 (Neonatal) 

1 (Neonatal) 

1 


There  was  an  increase  in  tlie  number  of  infant  deaths  to 
11  (9).  Neonatal  deaths  decreased  to  5 (8).  The  death  rate 
for  all  infants,  27.4,  was  slightly  below  that  for  England  and 
Wales  of  29.6. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

1951. 


Cai’ses  ok  Death. 

M. 

F. 

ToT\r. 

■Mortality 
Pate  per 
1,000  Pop. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

4 

4 

1 ^ 

.28 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

2 

2 

.07 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cougli  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

diseases  ... 

1 

1 

2 

.07 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 

6 

5 

11 

.39 

chus 

6 

2 

8 

.28 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

8 

8 

.28 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

2 

2 

.07 

neoplasms 

7 

17 

24 

.86 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

— 

— 

— 



16.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

.07 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

14 

19 

33 

1.18 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

28 

7 

35 

1.25 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

4 

4 

8 

.28 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

13 

19 

32 

1.14 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

3 

6 

.21 

22.  Influenza 

4 

10 

14 

.50 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

5 

2 

7 

.25 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

8 

6 

14 

.50 

system 

2 

1 

3 

.10 

26.  twicer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

— 

5 

.18 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

. 3 

2 

5 

.18 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

2 

1 

3 

.10 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

— 

5 

.18 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 





31.  Congenital  Malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

1 

1 

2 

.07 

diseases  ... 

22 

21 

43 

1.5 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

3 

9 

.32 

34.  All  other  accidents 

2 

5 

7 

.25 

.35.  Suicide 

6 

1 

7 

.25 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

158 

147 

305 

10.9 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Very  extensive  x>T‘^‘vc"ntative  and  treatment  services  were 
provided  throng-hont  tlie  district.  The  services  directed  towards 
the  ])r()niotion  of  better  i)ersonal  liealth  and  the  ])revention  of 
dis(‘ase  were  xjrovided  in  tin*  main  by  the  County  (V)uncil  and 
tlie  Pu)>lic  Health  Laboratory  Sc^rvice  ; the  services  directed 
towards  tlie  diagnosis  and  treatmi'iit  of  disease  were  ])rovided 
by  the  general  practitioner  service  and  the  Regional  Hosyiital 
Board. 


(a)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  following  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  were  held  in  the  district. 


Alvechurch  • 
Beoley 

Belbroughton 

Clent 

Cofton  Hackett 
Finstall 
Hagley 
Wythall 
West  Heath 


1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  in  month. 
3rd  Wednesday  in  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Monday  in  month. 

2nd  and  4th  Monday  in  month. 
2n(;l  and  4th  Tuesday  in  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  in  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  in  month. 
2nd  and  4th  IVednesday  in  month. 


Every  Friday. 

The  enthusiastic  aid  to  the  medical  and  nursing  staffs  at 
these  clinics  given  by  the  voluntary  helpers  was  much  appre- 
ciated. 

(b)  Health  Visiting.  . 

The  County  Council  provided  a service  of  health  visitors 

throughout  the  district. 

These  were  as  follows 
Mrs.  Jones, 

Cliffords  Cottage, 

Beoley. 


Alvechurch, 
Cofton  Hackett, 
Wythall. 


Mrs.  Bullock, 

2 Church  Avenue, 
Clent. 


Belbroughton, 

Clent. 


Miss  Partridge,  Bentley. 

Mount  Hill  Cottages, 

Han  bury. 


Miss  She])pard, 

100  Heathfield  Road, 
Redditch. 


Beoley, 

Tardebigge. 


Mrs.  Bryan, 

25  Windsor  Street, 
Bromsgrove. 


Dodford, 

Fairfield, 

Tutnall  & Cobley. 


to 


Miss  A.  Lawson, 

8 Chesterwood  Eoad, 
King's  Heath, 

Bii'mingham  14. 

West  IB'ath, 

Frankley, 

Wildmoor. 

iVlrs.  Eorter, 

2(>  Hill  Street, 
Stourbridge. 

Hagley. 

.Miss  IM.  Elliott, 

40  Kew  Road, 
Stourbridge. 

Stoke  Prior, 
Timberhonger. 

Miss  .Vbbott, 

40  New  Eoad, 
Stourbridge. 

Huimington, 

Eomsley. 

These  nurses  visit  the  mother,  in  the  home,  to  advise  on  the 
care  of  her  baby  and  young  children,  and  to  give  advice  on  any 
health  matters  wdiich  may  affect:  the  family.  They  are 
especially  interested  in  the  promotion  and  maintenance  of  breast 
feeding  and  in  encouraging  regular  attendance  at  the  Welfare 
Clinics.  They  are  also  in  attendance  at  Welfare  Clinics,  and  in 
many  cases  act  as  school  nurses.  They  are  always  available  to 
help  and  advise  mothers  experiencing  difficulties  in  bringing- 
up  their  children. 

(c)  The  Midwifery  Services  and 

Home  Nursing. 

Three  agencies  provided  the  midwifery  services  throughout 
the  district.  1.  The  family  doctor — ante  and  post  natal  care 
and  attendance  at  home  confinements.  2.  The  County  Council 
(a)  The  provision  of  ante-natal  clinics,  (b)  the  provision  of 
district  nurse-midwives  to  act  as  midwives  or  to  assist  the  family 
doctor  as  maternity  nurses  in  home  confinements.  3.  The 
Eegional  Hospital  Board — the  provision  of  hospital  beds  for 
treatment  and  hospital  confinement  where  required. 

There  was  a shortage  of  maternity  beds  available  to  the 
district.  The  County  Medical  Officer,  acting  as  agent  for  the 
Eegional  Hospital  Board,  allocated  the  existing  beds  according 
to  the  urgency  and  unsuitability  for  home  confinement  of  eacli 
individual  case. 

The  openmg  of  a maternity  unit  at  All  Saints’  Hospital, 
Bromsgrove,  replaced  Eigby  Hall  Maternity  Home,  which  was 
closed.  Unfortunately,  due  to  lack  of  staff,  ’t  was  not  possible 
to  extend  this  new  unit  to  its  full  capacity.  When  this  is  done 
it  will  go  a long  way  to  overcoming  the  shortage  of  maternity 
beds  which  still  exists. 

The  district  nurses  also  attend  general  medical  and  surgical 
cases  in  the  home. 
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(d)  School  Health  Services. 

Tlio  f’ouiity  (’oiincil  continued  to  provide  an  extensive  sehool 
dealt  li  serviee  througliout  tlu*  district.  Itegular  Medical 
Inspections  of  school  childriMi  were  carried  out  and  special 
clinics,  (“.}>■.  Minor  ailment,  orthopaedic,  ophthalmic,  dental, 
child  guidance,  etc.,  were  availabh*  for  the  reference  of  children 
where  more  detailed  investigation  or  treatment  was  required. 
An  Open-air  School  was  available  at  Malvern  to  which  children 
who  were  thought  to  be  likely  to  benefit  from  a change  of  air 
and  environment  could  b(“  sent. 


(e)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  t'ouncil  provided  a laboratory  for  the  clHunical 
and  bacteriological  analysis  of  water,  milk,  etc,. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  provided,  at  the 
Eoyal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  facilities  for  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  specimens  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and 
prevention  of  spread  of  infectious  disease. 


(f)  Hospital  Services. 

Hospitals,  under  the  control  of  the  Eegional  Hospital  Board, 
with  the  exception  of  Eedditch  Maternity  Hospital,  which 
served  this  District,  were  : — 

Infectious  Disease.  Hayley  Green  Hospital,  Halesowen. 

Little  Bromwich  Fever  Hospital, 
Birmingham. 

Tuberculosis.  Knightwick  Sanatorium. 

Hayley  Green  Sanatorium,  Halesowen. 
Maternity.  All  Saints  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 

Mary  Stevens  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourbridge. 

Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourport. 

Eedditch  Maternity  Hospital. 

The  Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital. 
Birmingham. 


Children’s  Disease. 
Venereal  Disease. 

Mental  Illness. 


Chest  Surgery. 
General. 


Aged  Chronic  Sick. 


Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

General  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

Eoyal  Infirmary,  Worcester. 

Barnsley  Hall  Mental  Hospital,  Broms- 
grove. 

Powick  jMental  Hospital,  Malvern. 

Hill  Top  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 

All  Saints  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 
Bromsgrove  Cottage  Hospital. 
Smallwood  Hospital,  Eedditch. 

The  General  Hospitals,  Birmingham. 

All  Samts  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 
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(fi)  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Smallpox  Vaccination 
Service. 

This  was  provided  by  the  (’ouiity  ('oniicil.  Locally  it  was 
a.dnunistered  jointly  with  that  of  the  Bronisgrovc'  Urban  District 
by  the  Broinsgrove  Urban  District  Health  D('])ai’tment. 

Fio'ures  of  ininuinisation  and  vaccinations  carried  out  are 
found  under  Section  (F). 

(h)  Ambulance  Service. 

This  was  i)rovidcd  by  the  ('ounty  Council  and  the  Rural 
District  was  serviced  from  surrounding-  centres. 

(i)  Health  Education. 

The  Council  contributes  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education,  and  leaflets  and  posters  were  obtained  from  them 
and  were  used  for  display  and  distribution  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  District,  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of  the  major 
infectious  diseases. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1 . Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Tlu*  Senior  Sa-nitiiry  Inspector,  in  his  re])ort,  gives  fletails 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspections  carric'd  out  during  the  year. 

2.  Water  Supply. 

Over  four-fifths  of  the  houses  in  the  District  were  supplied 
witli  main  piped  water  supplies  which  were  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity.  There  were  still,  however,  many  dwellings 
and  farm  premises  with  only  well  water  supplies.  These  latter 
supplies  were,  to  a- large  extent,  unsatisfactory. 

Routine  sampling  of  well  water  supplies  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  analysis  was  continued  during  the  year. 

Sampling  at  sourqp  of  mam  supplies  was  done  by  the  water 
undertakings,  but  consumer  samples  were  taken  from  time  to 
time  in  the  District.  Specimens  of  the  results  of  this  sampling 
are  given  on  page  1.5. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following  extensions  of 
mains  were  effected  : 

(a)  By  the  Eural  District  Council : — 570  yards,  and 

(b)  under  Guarantee  Agreements  with  the  following  public 
water  undertakings  : 

The  City  of  Bniningham  Water  Department  719  yards 
East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Company  2115  yards. 
The  various  water  supjily  extension  schemes,  which  had 
been  approved  in  principle  and  which  are  to  be  carried  out  by 
the  East  Worcs.  Waterworks  Co.,  were  not  commenced,  oAving 
to  the  ban  on  starting  dates  imposed  by  the  GoA-ernment.  After 
the  expiry  of  the  specified  period  the  Company  aauII  be  taking 
up  the  matter  with  the  GoA^ernment  Priority  Organisation. 

The  South  Staffs.  Waterworks  Co.  required  certain  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  proposed  extension  at  Eumbow  as  part 
of  the  extension  is  outside  their  statutory  area  of  supply.  This 
information  has  been  supplied. 

The  schemes  Avhich  haA’e  been  ajAproA^ed  in  principle  by  the 
Ministry  are  as  folloAvs  : — 


Location. 


Parish . 


VMldmoor. 

Dodford  Village. 

Woodgate,  Harbours  Hill  and 


Belbroughtou. 

Dodford-Avith-Grafton. 


Shai'pway  Gate. 

Beoley  (outside  village  area). 
JMadeiey  Heath. 

Walton  Pool. 

Upper  Bentley. 

Snuff  Hill  and  (’roppings  Green. 
RiUnd)ow. 


Stoke  Prior. 

Beoley. 

Belbroughtou. 

Clent. 

Bentley  Pauucefoot. 
Belbroughtou. 

Clent. 
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WATER  UNDERTAKINGS. 

C 

PI 

-tj  = 

a > 

X 

it 

a 

CjX 

X 

w 

CITY  OF  BIRMINGHAM  WATER  DEPARTMENT 

Sampled  in  Cofton  Hackett. 

K 

C 

c 

s . 

Eh  C 
-H  O 
» ’ 

^■bic 

H a: 

X 

K S- 

^ X 

X 

SOCTH  .STAFFORDSHIRE  WATERWORKS  CO. 

Sampled  in  Madeley. 

BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DLSTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Sampled  iii  Booley. 

Physical  Characters 

Clear 

.Slightly 

Opalescent 

Cleaii' 

Clear 

Clear 

Odour 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Deposit . 

None 

\^ery  slight 
white 

None 

Very  slight 
white 

None 

pH. 

O.ii 

0.8 

8.3 

0.0 

7.8 

Chemical  Examination. 

♦Soliils  in  .Suspension. 

(Dried  at  lOO’C). 

None 

Slight 

None 

Sliglit 

trace 

Nil 

♦.Solids  in  Solution 
(Dried  at  l.S(PC). 

2b 

4 

01 

5 

50 

♦Solids  in  Solution  after 
Ignition. 

l.S 

3 

40 

4 

36 

♦Chlorides  Calculated  as  Coiu- 
luon  .Salt. 

3.3 

1.1 

11 

1.0 

3.3 

♦Hardness  I’erm a nen t . 

1 

10 

Nil 

7 

* Ha  rd  ness  Tempoi'ary 

1 

21 

1 

36 

♦Hardness  Total. 

13 

2 

40 

1 

43 

♦Free  and  Saline  Aniinonia 

b.bbbl 

0.001 

0.0002 

0.0002 

0.0026 

♦ Alhuiuiiioid  Anuuonia. 

0.00(12 

0.0  0.70 

O.0008 

0.0038 

0.0022 

♦Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates). 

0.07 

0.02 

1.0 

Nil 

0.16 

♦Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Niti'ites) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

♦Oxygen  Ab.sorhed  in  -1  hrs.  .. 
at  27°C 

Nil 

0.15 

0.013 

0.11 

Nil 

♦Toxic  Metals. 

None 

detected 

None 

detected 

None 

detected 

None 

detected 

None 

detected 

Bacteriological  Examination. 
Probable  number  of  colifoi'iu 
bacilli,  MacConkev  2 davs 
37"C,  per  KKI  m.l. ' 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Approximate  ])roportion,s  of 
faecal  and  non-faecal  coli  : 
(a)  faecal  coli,  per  cent 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

(b)  non-faecal  coli,  per  cent 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

♦Expressed  in  parts  per  100,000 


The  Supply  of  Water  in  the  parishes  is  as  follows  ; 
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TOTALS  ! 7033  34613  8 ! 28  ! 1100 


•i.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  following  an*  tin*  S(‘wagi*  l)i,s])osal  Works  situated  in  tin* 
district  : — 

Alvc'clinrch 
ricnl 

('ofton  Haekctt  - 


tfaglcy 
Hunnington 
Stoke  Prioi' 


Wytliall 

VJeyit — Hossill  Lane. 

\\  ork  was  coinmenced  early  in  the  year  on  the  new  sewage 
disi)osal  works,  which  liad  already  been  approved,  to  replace 
the  inadequate  disposal  arrangements.  The  work  had  not  been 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Belbroughton  Village  Scheme. 

Work  on  the  large  scheme  for  the  construction  of  disposal 
works  and  sewers  was  commenced  and  was  still  in  pi’ogress  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Hagley — Sweetpool  Lane. 

These  works  are  overloaded  and  the  alternative  schemes  i)ut 
forward  to  deal  with  the  problem  were  still  under  consideration. 
Wythall — Inhford  area. 

Consideration  was  given  to  sCAvering  this  area  and  a scheme 
was  submitted  to  the  Council.  It  was  found  necessary  for  this 
to  be  varied,  and  the  matter  was  still  under  consideration  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Alvechnrch — Hopieood  area. 

Pro])osals  for  a scheme  for  sewering  this  area,  together 
vith  methods  of  disposal,  were  considered,  and  a scheme  was 
accepted  by  the  Council  for  ])reparation  for  submission  for 
formal  approval  by  the  Ministry. 

For  the  unsewered  areas  the  Council  provided  a cesspool 
emptying  service,  giving,  where  necessary,  a quarterly  emptying- 
free  of  charge.  This  was  administered  by  the  Surveyor’s 
Dejjartment,  who  control  the  three  cess])ool  vehicles  used  for 
this  purpose. 

4.  Public  Cleansing. 

Jiefuse  collection  and  disposal  was  carried  out  throughout 
the  district  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

A collection  was  carried  out,  so  far  as  iiractic-able,  once  a 
fortnight,  and  disposed  by  tqiping  at  the  following  five  sit(*s 
Alvechnrch,  P>elbroughton,  Romsley,  Stoke  Prior,  and  Wythall. 

Six  refuse  vehicles  were  in  us(‘  during  the  veai'. 
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Lye  Bridge. 

Hossill  Lane  | with  land 
Horse  Pasture  j'  irrigation. 

Kingswood  Road — Pumping  Station  to 
Birmingham. 

Cofton  Road. 

Sweetpool  Lane, 
llley  Ijane. 

Stoke  Works. 

Finstall — Pumping  Station  to  Broms- 
grove  U.D.C. 

Houndsfield  Lane. 


n.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Caravans  continued  to  prnscMit  a serious  ])rob!eni  in  control 
and  sitinji-. 

I would  lu'css,  ajj-ain,  for  num*  guidance  at  a national  level 
to  enable  eonncils,  urban  and  rural,  to  overcome  difficulties 
in  the  ])resent  legislation,  mainly  in  relation  to  co-ordination 
of  control  under  the  Public  Health  and  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Acts. 

It  must  be  faced  that  caravans  will  remain  an  unwelcomed 
.solution  of  individual  hou.sing  problems  for  .some  years  to  come. 

Th(‘  Council  has  become  alive  to  this  need,  and  a survey 
of  the  district  was  carried  out  during  the  year  in  an  attempt 
to  find  suitable  sites  for  controlled  aggregates  of  these  dwellings. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

The  housing  situation  in  the  district  remains  much  the  same 
as  indicated  in  the  last  few  years’  reports.  Better  progress  was 
made  in  the  building  of  Council  houses — 99  were  let  for  the  first 
time  in  1961  (35).  However,  the  housing  position  still  remains 
a major  problem,  and  my  remarks  of  last  year  still  hold  good. 

Tlie  clearing  of  hutments  on  the  Squatters’  Camp  at  Frankley 
continued  throughout  the  year.  At  the  time  of  writing,  there 
are  only  4 families  accommodated  on  this  site. 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  were  continued  during 
the  year,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  ensure  the  clean  and  safe 
handling  of  food-stuffs.  Further  reference  to  the  subject  is 
made  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Insjiector’s  report. 

Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act 
1938  were  in  operation  in  the  district. 

1 would  again  emphasise  that  hygienic  premises  alone  will 
not  ])rovide  safe  food  if  the  individual  food  handlers  are  not 
well  versed  in  the  necessity  for  absolute  cleanliness  and  the 
dangers  of  bacterial  contamination. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Nine  cases  of  food  ])oisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

One  -family  of  five  were  affected,  l)ut  as  notification  was 
not  n'ceived  until  six  days  after  the  onset  of  the  first  case, 
the  source  was  not  discovered.  Four  other  individual  cases 
wen*  also  notified,  but  in  no  case  was  the  source  discovered. 

One  of  the  three  cases  of  i)aratyphoid  fever  was  ])roved  to 
be  food-borne  in  origin,  and  connected  with  a large*  outbreak  of 
this  disease*  which  e)ccurre*el  in  the*  Northfie*ld  are*a  of  Birmingham, 
a.nel  was  trae*e*el  to  cre*am  buns.  The*  source*  e)f  the*  eetluu*  two 
cases  was  met  dete*rmine*el. 
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SECTION  F.  ■ 


IMx'KVAI.ENrE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Disease  1951. 


DISEASE. 

Corrected 

Notifications. 

Admitted 
- to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

__ 

___ 

Di])htheria  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

3 



Measles 

239 





^Vhoo])ing  Cough  . ... 

91 





Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

3 

3 

— 

Dysentery 

0 

1 



Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 



Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

1 

— 

Polio-Encephalitis  ... 

— 

— 



Acute  Pneumonia 

21 



7 

Erysipelas 

— 



Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Ophthalmia  Neona- 

1 

— 

— 

torum 







Malaria 







Food  Poisoning 

9 

1 

— 

TOTAL 

393  1 

9 

r- 

t 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Tliree  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the 
year.  One  case  was  in  an  airman  stationed  at  the  R.A.F. 
Station  at  Wytliall.  This  case  terminated  fatally — no  source 
of  infection  was  traced.  The  other  two  cases  were  of  a very 
mild  non-paralytic  nature  with  complete  recovery. 

Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  tin*  year. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  children  w'ho  com[)let(“d  a course  of  immunisa- 
tion during  19.51  was  as  follows  : — 

1 ’rimary  I mmunisation — 

Undei*  5 years  old  ....  ;125  (258)  * 

5 — 11  years  ....  ....  . ( 20) 


.3,50  (278) 

Reinforcing  (Booster)  injections  391  (208) 
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Tli(‘  “ immunisation  ” state  of  cliildreii  in  tin*  Kiiral  District 
on  tlu'  31st  December,  1951,  was  as  follows: — 


Agi' 

0 4 

1-2 

2— :i 

A -4 

4 -5 

5 --'.1 

J{)  -15  Total' 

1 

XmulxT  ImiiiMii- 
ised 

27 

20-A 

281 

AryA 

2it8 

! 

1841  4472 

Kelated  Xo.  of 
Children 

(Approx.)  237(t  4.3.5e  (>721) 


%lninuinised  4!). 8%  '<•>•1%  ()0..5% 


The  comparable  p(U’centao'(‘  figures  on  31st  December, 
1 950,  were  : — 

j 

()!).4%  11511.4% 


44.2  % 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  primary  immunisa- 
tions after  the  previous  year’s  decline,  but  they  did  not  quite 
reach  the  1949  figure. 

There  was  a mai’ked  increase  in  the  number  of  reinforcing' 
injections  given  to  almost  100  more  than  m 1949. 

How^ever,  a serious  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  a neighbouring 
authority  during  the  year,  w'hich  caused  3 deaths  in  unimmtinised 
children  gave  grim  emphasis  to  my  last  year’s  w'arning  against 
complacency  in  the  matter  of  immunisation. 

The  outbi-eak  in  the  adjoming  district  show^ed  that  primary 
immunisation  alone  was  not  sufficient  to  prevent  serious 
illness  from  diphtheria  occurring  in  school  childi’en,  but  iras 
sufficient  to  prevent  death  and  did  modify  the  illness  to  a 
great  extent.  However,  only  one  child  (out  of  25  affected) 
who  developed  the  disease  had  had  a “ reinforcing  ” or 
“ Booster  ’’  in  jection  and  she  had  a very  mild  attack,  recovering 
completely. 

It  is  not  only  important  to  have  children  immunised  against 
diphtheria,  IT  IS  IMPOETANT  TO  MAINTAIN  THEIK 
PROTECTION  by  “REINFORCING”  OR  “BOOSTER” 
INJECTIONS  at  the  prescribed  intervals  in  addition  to  the 
primary  inoculations. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  was  a reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  notified. 


Measles. 

This  dis(‘ase  showed  its  bitmnial  increase  in  incidence,  there 
being  239  cases  (143). 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  numbiu-  of  notifications. 


Smallpox. 

No  casos  oi'  smallpox  wore  reported. 

There  was  a slifjht  increase  in  the  uninber  of  bal)i(‘s  vaccinated. 
Nnnd)(*r  of  ]!ersons  Vaccinated  (or  Itevaccinated)  dnrino- 
1951. 


Afio  at  31st  Dec.,  lllol 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5—14 

15  & over 

i.e.  hoi'll  ill  yeac 

l!t51 

11)5(1 

1047-1940 

1037-1040 

before 

1030 

Total 

Number  N'acciiiated 

208 

10 

15 

7 

10 

250 

iNumiier  Uevacciiiateil 

2 

■ - 

, 

13 

40 

64 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  continued  to  be  notified  to  the  District  Council 
and  a Register  kept. 

Twenty-one  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  5 cases  of  Non-pulnion- 
ary  Tuberculosis  were  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year, 
bringing  tlie  total  to  173  (141). 

The  overall  figure  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
for  England  and  Wales  showed  a considerable  fall — 2,000  less 
than  the  previous  year.  However,  these  deaths  were  still  at 
the  rate  of  230  deaths  per  week. 

There  is  no  room  for  complacency  while  there  is  still  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  new  cases  being  notified. 

Tuberculosis — Incidence  and  Mortality  during  1951. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

1 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Xon- 

pulmonary. 

1 

\ 

M. 

1 

1 

1 1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,5— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

10— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

25— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

. 35— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55— 

2 

1 



— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(55  & over 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

' Totals 

13 

1 s 

1 

1 

2 

4 

— 

* 

21 


The  state  of  tlie  Tuberculosis  Register  at  Deceuiber,  1951 
was  as  follows  : — 


M.  1 

F. 

TOTAL. 

Pulmonary 

69 

59 

128 

Non-pulnionary 

22 

23 

^5 

Total 

91 

82 

173 

0‘> 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951. 


TO  THE  (TTAIR.MAN  AND  HEMREKS  OE  THE 
RROMSOKOVE  RURAL  DISTRIOT  ('OUNril.. 

Hk.  ('hairmax,  Ladies  and  (Jentlemen, 

111  suhniittiiiy  my  Annual  Report  for  1951  I am 
pleased  to  state  that,  in  the  many  duties  whieh  eame  within 
the  ])nrview  of  the  Department,  jirofiress  has  been  made  in 
secnrino;  improvenu'nts  in  tin*  Distriet  as  a whole.  Whilst  the 
more  serious  eases  of  overcrowding  and  of  peoiih*  living 
under  insanitary  conditions  have  been  dealt  with  by  reason 
of  houses  which  have  been  erected  under  the  Councirs  Housing 
Schemes,  the  presence  of  substandard  dwellings,  chiefly  in  the 
form  of  the  temporary  huts  at  Crabmill  Lane,  Wythall,  and 
Groveley  Place,  Cofton  Hackett,  presents  a challenge  to  thosi* 
whose  duty  it  is  to  rehouse  these  unfortunate  people,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  every  endeavour  will  be  made  to  eliminate 
these  hutments  as  soon  as  possible. 

Also,  attention  is  drawn  to  the  urgent  need  of  revising  the 
Rent  Restrictions  Acts,  in  order  that  owners  of  cottages  can  be 
encouraged  to  carry  out  the  maintenance  of  and  improvements 
to  then'  property.  The  cost  of  carrying  out  necessary  repairs 
has  risen  three  to  four  fold  since  1938,  and  still  nothing  has  been 
done  by  ParUament  to  assist  in  meeting  these  high  costs. 

Considerable  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  Caravan  problem  , 
and  one  is  constantly  remhided  that  this  form  of  accommodation, 
although  lacking  in  amenities,  is  to  be  preferred  to  rooms.  Our 
presence  so  near  to  the  large  centres  of  population  is  the  chief 
reason  for  this  problem. 

Attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  multifarious  duties 
relating  to  Food,  Milk,  Ice  Cream,  Water  Supply,  Drainage, 
Rodent  Control,  etc. 

The  helpful  co-operation  of  tiie  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  Mr.  W.  E.  Hobbs  ; The  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
Mr.  Walter  E.  Dudley  ; the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr. 
E.  T.  Shennan  ; and  other  officers  of  the  Council,  including  my 
own  Staff,  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

1 am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PEARSON  P.  CHAMINGS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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COMPLAINTS. 

A total  of  191  corni)laints  weiv  received  during-  the  year  19.51, 
all  of  which  were  investigated  and  appro];)riate  action  taken. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  and  nature  of  Inspections 
made  during  the  year  : — 

Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ....  . . ....  503 

No.  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  of  houses  948 

Inspections  under  Housing  Eegulations  . — 

Visits  re  Complaints  and  Nuisances  ..  ..  319 

Visits  re  Notifiable  Diseases  ....  ....  ....  ..  . 87 

Knacker’s  Yard  ....  ....  ....  ..  . . 15 

Slaughter  of  Pigs  on  Private  Premises  . ....  . 30 

Milk  and  Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  . . 43 

Piggeries  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  70 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  . . ....  - ....  10 

Schools  ....  ....  ....  . . ....  ....  11 

Factories  and  Workshops  ....  ....  ....  ....  . . 35 

Outworkers’  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ....  ....  ....  ....  . 3109 

Water  Supply  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  . 323 

Works  in  Progress  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  414 

Drainage  ....  ....  ....  ...  ...  ....  . 498 

Shops,  etc.  (re  unfit  food)  ....  ....  ...  ....  . 25 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Food  Premises  ...  ....  267 

Rodent  Control  ....  ....  ....  Ill 

Outside  Interviews  ....  ....  ....  . ..  ....  601 

Building  Licences  ....  ..•  ..  . ...  ....  94 

Verminous  Premises  ....  ....  9 

Smoke  Abatement  36 

Miscellaneous ....  ....  ....  ..  . . ..  ....  ....  401 

Total  No.  of  informal  Notices  served  during  the  year  234 
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HOUSING. 


1.  Iii«i)(‘c1i()u  of  I )welliuo -houses  (Uniu»-  the  year: — 

(i)  (a)  Total  iiimiber  of  (hvelling-houses  inspected 

for  liousing  deh'cts  (muler  Public  Health  . 
or  Housing  Acts)  . . . ..  ....  5(».> 

(b)  Number  of  Iusi)ectious  iuad(‘  foi’  the 

purpose  ....  5()t> 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  (l\v(‘lliug-lioiises  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  tlie  Housing  Con- 
solidated Ilegulatious  1925  and  1932  — 

(b)  Number  of  ins])ectious  made  for  the 

])urpos(‘  ....  ....  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  oi‘  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation..  — 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

refeiTed  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
not  found  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  ..  132 

2.  Eeniedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  85 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelhng-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ^....  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ....  ....  ....  ...  — 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  informal  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  106- 

Formal  ....  ....  ....  ..*.  ....  5 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were*  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  . ..  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  . . — 


((’)  Proceedings  under  Sect  ions  11  nnd  l-S  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1931}  ; — 

(i)  Nunil)(‘r  of  dwelling-liouses  in  respect  of 

whicli  Demolition  Orders  \v(‘re  mad(‘  — 

(ii)  Nnmlxu'  of  dwelling-houses  (hmiolislnxl  in 

])ursuance  of  Demolition  Oiders  — 

(D)  Proceedings  umhu'  S(*ction  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  19311 

(i)  Nnmb(‘r  of  se])arate  tenements  oi’  under- 

ground rooms  in.  res]>ect  of  which  ('losing 
Orders  were  made  ....  . ....  — 

(ii)  Number  of  s(*parate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement 
or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

It  is  not  possible  to  supply  accurate  figures  for  overcrowding 
in  the  district. 

General. 

No  demolition  order  was  made  during  the  year. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  issue  five  statutory  notices  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  for  the  repair  of  houses,  but  in  most 
cases  an  informal  letter,  followed  where  necessary  by  the  threat 
of  formal  action,  was  successful  in  securing  that  the  repairs  were 
carried  out. 

Inspections  of  premises  in  connection  with  applications  for 
building  licences,  for  repair  work  only,  enabled  supervision  of 
this  work  to  be  carried  out. 

No  apijlications  were  received  for  improvement  grants 
Tinder  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  one  application  which  was 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  1950  was  still  under  consideration 
by  them  at  tlie  end  of  the  year. 

A number  of  cottages  sold  with  vacant  possession  have 
been  reconditioned  and  brought  up  to  a good  standard,  but 
the  cost  of  this  type  of  work  would  not  be  reasonable  in  cott- 
a.ges  let  at  a low  rental. 

The  shortage  of  houses  remamed  the  worst  problem  to  be 
dealt  with  in  housing,  for  although  there  are  undoubtedly  sub- 
standard houses  in  the  District  it  can  still  be  asserted  that 
be  it  ever  so  humble  there  is  still  no  place  like  a house  of  one’s 
own. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  was  devoted  lo  the  inspection 
and  control  of  caravans,  etc.,  3109  visits  Ix'ing  made  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

S(‘ven  .dte  licences  and  130  individual  licences  were  in  force 
during  tin*  y(“ai'.  Nc'aily  600  of  thesi*  structures  were  stationed 
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I lu'()ii»iu)ut  the  District.  .‘Wf)  being'  in  i)criuniu‘nt  occnpation. 
(icncraHy,  all  tlu'  sites  \ver<‘  inaintaiiu'd  in  a satisfactory  con- 
dition from  a jiublie  liealth  aspect. 

Tlic  caravans  wen*  mainly  used  by  persons  unable  to  find 
housing  accommodation,  ami  the  position  was  most  acute  in 
those  ])arts  of  the  District  bordering  tin*  larger  Urban  areas, 
when*  most  of  tin*  caravanners  work  a.nd  from  whence  they 
originate. 

As  long  as  the  shortage  of  houses  remains,  the  caravan 
l)robh*m  will  n*main  ; and  indeed  it  seems  likely  to  increase 
until  stricter  control  can  be  im])Osed  than  under  existing 
leaislation. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk. 

Routine  visits  to  dairies  were  carried  out.  The  inspections 
of  cow  sheds  and  the  supervision  of  milk  production  continued 
to  be  the  responsiblity  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  following  licences  (including  supplementary  licences) 
were  issued  during  the  year  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  : — 

Dealers  Bottling  1 Distributors  14 

Pasteurised  Milk  : — 


Distributors 

24 

Sterilised  Milk  : — 

Distributors 

24 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  is  no  Centralized  Slaughterhouse  in  the  District. 

Inspection  of  meat  was  confined  to  cottagers’  pigs,  a number 
of  which  were  examined.  Routine  inspection  was  carried  out 
of  food  premises,  and  premises  of  all  new  applicants  for  catering 
licences,  etc.,  were*  visited  and  approved  prior  to  the  issue  of 
the  licences  by  the  F'ood  Office. 

A total  of  ISOlbs.  of  foodstuffs  of  varying  kinds  was  con- 
denm(*d  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  surrendered, 
during  the  year. 

(c)  Ice  Cream. 

Tin*  total  number  of  registrations  in  force  for  ijremises 
for  tin*  manufacture  of  Ic(*  Cream  was  six  and  for  retail  sale 
only  84. 

One  hundred  and  six  sampl(*s  wen*  submitted  during  the 
year  foi'  bacteriologi(‘al  examination. 

Tin*  results  of  the  samples  were  as  follows  : — 

Provisional  Crade  1 ‘hi  Satisfactory. 

'1  t) 

8 4 Unsatisfaclorv. 

4 ~ 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

New  drainage  to  existing  lionses  was  ])rovided  in  45  cases. 
19  l)eing  to  tlte  sewei-,  and  at  20  properties  cesspools  were 
provided.  At  a fnitlier  18  premises  the  drains  were  repaired. 

\Vork  on  the  reconstruction  of  tlu^  sewage  works  at  (’lent 
commenced  during  tlie  year,  but  was  not  completed. 

The  scheme  for  the  pi'o vision  of  sewers  and  sewage  works 
for  the  village  of  Relbroughton  was  also  commenc(*d,  and  was 
still  in  ])i'ogr(^ss  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  lUM'd.  for  sewer  extension  for  the  fnkford  ai'ea  of 
AVythall  and  a scheme  for  Hopwood,  Alveclinrch  Parish,  were 
considered  by  the  Council,  and  schemes  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry  for  approval  were  in  course  of  preparation. 

The  need  for  a scheme  for  Fairfield,  Belbroughton  Parish, 
was  again  apparent. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT. 

Eight  renewals  of  licences  were  issued  under  the  above 
Act  during  the  year. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Six  samples  of  mains  water  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical and  five  for  chemical  examination,  and  all  were  satis- 
factory. 

Forty-eight  samples  of  water  from  private  wells  were 
submitted  for  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination, 
and  twenty-one  for  bacteriological  examination  only.  Of 
these,  fifty-four  were  bacteriologically  iinsatisfactory  and 
thirty-thi’ee  chemically  unsatisfactory  ; fifteen  were  chemically 
satisfactory  and  fifteen  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

Of  the  samples  of  spruag  water  examined  five  were 
chemically  and  bacteriologically  satisfactory  and  two  un- 
satisfactory bacteriologically. 

Thirty-two  existing  i)remises  were  connected  to  the  water 
mains  in  the  course  of  1951. 

A total  of  3,134  yards  of  new  main  was  laid  by  the  various 
VVater  Undertakings  within  the  District  during  tlie  year. 

Once  again  I would  urge  the  necessity  of  providing 
piped  Avater  supplies  in  connection  Avith  the  seweral  lurority 
schemes  wliich  hax’e  been  approAU'd  by  the  Council. 

DISINFESTATION. 

Foul'  premises  found  to  be  infested  witli  fleas  Avert'  dis- 
infested. 

All  the  Council  refuse  ti])S  were'  iieriodically  treatt'd  for 
flies  and  crickets  Avhere  necessary. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

A full-time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed.  A total  of 
188  infestations  of  private  houses,  and  52  at  business  premises, 
were  successfully  treated. 

Durinfj:  the  year  the  Council  continued  to  ])rovide  a free 
service  for  the  destruction  of  rats,  at  private  dwellings,  but 
in  the  case  of  business  premises  a charge  was  made  as  previously. 

The  free  service  has  resulted  in  closer  co-operation  between 
the  public  and  Department  and,  in  this  way,  what  might  have 
become  major  infestations  have  been  eliminated  by  prompt 
action. 

Test  baiting  of  the  seweis  was  carried  out,  and  no  infesta- 
tion was  discovered. 

Periodic  inspections  and  treatments  of  the  refuse  tips  and 
sewage  works  were  carried  out  throughout  the  year  by  the 
Rodent  Operative. 

It  can  be  confidently  stated  that,  as  the  result  of  the  work 
that  has  been  carried  out  both  on  Council  Undertakings  and 
at  private  and  business  premises,  no  serious  cases  of  infestation 
were  known  to  exist  at  the  end  of  1951. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

In  two  cases  during  the  course  of  the  year  it  was  necessary 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  burial,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  above  Act,  of  persons  dying  within  the  District. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Numerous  visits  were  made  following  complaints  concerning 
one  Factory  within  the  District,  but  it  was  not  considered  that 
there  was  sufficient  nuisance  to  justify  taking  formal  action. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


Number  of 

1 PREMISES. 

r 

Number  on 
, Register. 
(3) 

Inspec- 

tions. 

(4) 

Written 

Notices. 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(6) 

1 {!)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

« 

7 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

72 

28 

I 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

0 

9 

TOTAL 

87 

36 

1 

— 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


PAIITK'ri.AliS. 

(1) 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

; Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
pro.secu- 
tions 
were 

lirstituted. 

(7) 

‘ Iteferred  : 

Pound 

(3) 

J<einedie<l 

(4) 

'i'o 

H.M. 

1 nspectoi'. 

(5) 

Hv 

H.lM. 

1 ns|)ector. 
(0) 

Want  ot  Cleanlinesp(S.] ) 

1 

1 



1 



Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Unreasonable  tcnipera- 

tnre  (8.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Inadequate  Ventilation 

(8.4) 

— 

— 

— 





Ineffective  Drainage  of 

Floors  (.8.6) 





■ 

— 

8anita.rv  Conveidence.s 

(.8.7)  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

- — ^ 

— 

— 

— 

other  offences  against 

the  Act  ( not  including 

1 

offences  relating  to 

1 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

* 


